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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1a 83 11.3 3.6 20 56.7 98.8
1b 83 13.1 6.5 30 43.7 98.8
2a 1 10 20 50 1.2
2b 1 13 30 43.3 1.2
3a 26 10.7 4.5 20 53.7 30.9
3b 26 13.9 6.8 30 46.3 30.9
4a 13 8.2 4.3 20 40.8 15.5
4b 13 13.2 6.7 30 44.1 15.5
5a 45 8.6 4.7 20 43.1 53.6
5b 45 13.8 5.8 30 46 53.6
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Sticky Note

A purposeful introduction which identifies Abraham as a significant figure within Judaism.



Sticky Note

The candidate has identified correctly that Abraham's belief in monotheism is significant within Judaism. However, there is room for greater depth here, as well as a missed opportunity to use a more specific quotation from the Torah (Genesis 14:22 for example).







Sticky Note

The candidate has explained the significance of the establishment of the ritual of circumcision in relation to Abraham; and has also indicated that it continues to have significance within the Jewish faith in modern times.



Sticky Note

The circumstances and terms of the covenant have been dealt with; however there is room for greater depth by addressing the unconditional nature of this particular covenant relationship.







Sticky Note

The information about the minyan is irrelevant. and also inaccurate in its attribution to Abraham. 



Sticky Note

Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of Abraham's significance within Judaism. Satisfactory use of evidence and examples. Greater depth, breadth and accuracy was required for a higher band.



Sticky Note

The introductory argument is somewhat vague.







Sticky Note

A satisfactory view with accompanying quotation has been offered here in order to advance the argument that the covenant is solely for the Jewish nation.



Sticky Note

The view that the covenant with Abraham is just for the Jewish nation has been satisfactorily supported by evidence. 







Sticky Note

The response lacks critical analysis here.







Sticky Note

The candidate has referred to 'various rabbinical teachings' but has missed the opportunity to introduce specific examples which could be used to support  the argument that is being made.



Sticky Note

The focus of the issue under discussion is being lost here.







Sticky Note

The argument being offered here lacks clarity.



Sticky Note

The answer provides no more than a satisfactory response to the issue. Whilst there are areas where issues raised by the question have been identified successfully, the response generally lacks balance and purposeful analysis.
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Sticky Note

Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context: patriarch; monotheism; polytheistic.



Sticky Note

A reference has been made to a quotation from a sacred text; however its attribution has not been made clear.



Sticky Note

An attempt has been made to use a quotation, but it is vague, unattributed, and adds nothing to the point being made.



Sticky Note

Inclusion of a scholarly view: that of Maimonides.



Sticky Note

Relevant use of quotation.







Sticky Note

The significance of the covenant relationship   made between God and  Abraham is discussed to good effect.







Sticky Note

The answer displays accurate and relevant knowledge, which meets the demands of the question set. Reference to the ultimate test of Abraham's faith and obedience to God, as found in Genesis 22 would have added greater breadth to the response.Quotes from scholars and sacred texts require attribution.



Sticky Note

The introductory paragraph shows an understanding of the issue under discussion, and allows for the fact that there is a diversity of views on this matter.







Sticky Note

The particular line of argument which has been introduced here is clearly supported by detailed reasoning and evidence.







Sticky Note

Purposeful analysis is evident here.







Sticky Note

A good counter-argument has been included here which is clearly supported by detailed reasoning and evidence. The candidate has also illustrated how members of  more orthodox Jewish groups might respond to it.







Sticky Note

Views of scholars are used appropriately and in context.



Sticky Note

The diversity of views within Judaism itself on this matter lend strength to the response.







Sticky Note

Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue. The main issues raised by the question are identified and successfully addressed. The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and evidence. Views of scholars are used appropriately and in context.
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A Level Generic Band Descriptors 
 


Band 


Assessment Objective AO1 – Part (a) questions   20 marks 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including: 


- religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching  
- influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies  
- cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice  
- approaches to the study of religion and belief. 


5 


17-20 marks 
 Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  
 An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set.  
 The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence and 


examples. 
 Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where 


appropriate. 
 Insightful connections are made between the various approaches studied. 
 An extensive range of views of scholars/schools of thought used accurately and effectively. 
 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


4 


13-16 marks 
 Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  
 A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 
 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples. 
 Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 
 Purposeful connections are made between the various approaches studied. 
 A range of scholarly views/schools of thought used largely accurately and effectively. 
 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.  


3 


9-12 marks 
 Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  
 A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set. 
 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of evidence 


and examples. 
 Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 
 Sensible connections made between the various approaches studied. 
 A basic range of scholarly views/schools of thought used. 
 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


2 


5-8 marks 
 Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and 


relevance.  
 A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set. 
 The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of evidence and 


examples. 
 Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 
 Makes some basic connections between the various approaches studied. 
 A limited range of scholarly views/schools of thought used. 
 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


1 


1-4 marks 
 Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy and 


relevance.  
 A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.  
 The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth. Very limited use of evidence 


and examples. 
 Little or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 
 Little or no use of scholarly views/schools of thought. 
 Very few or no connections made between the various approaches studied. 
 Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 


 
N.B. A maximum of 2 marks should be awarded for a response that only demonstrates 
'knowledge in isolation' 


0  No relevant information. 


 


Band Assessment Objective AO2- Part (b) questions   30 marks 
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Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, 


including their significance, influence and study. 


5 


25-30 marks 


 Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue. 


 A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised by the 
question set. 


 Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed 
reasoning and/or evidence. 


 The views of scholars/schools of thought are used extensively, appropriately and in 
context. 


 Confident and perceptive analysis of the nature of connections between the various 
elements of the approaches studied. 


 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


4 


19-24 marks 


 Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue. 


 The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and addressed. 


 The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Views of scholars/schools of thought are used appropriately and in context. 


 Purposeful analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the 
approaches studied. 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


3 


13-18 marks 


 Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue. 


 Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have generally 


been addressed. 


 Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Views of scholars/schools of thought are generally used appropriately and in context. 


 Sensible analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the 


approaches studied. 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


2 


7-12 marks 


 Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue. 


 A limited number of issues raised by the question set are identified and partially 


addressed. 


 A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported with reason 


and/or evidence. 


 Basic use of the views of scholars/schools of thought appropriately and in context. 


 Makes some analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the 
approaches studied. 


 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


1 


1-6 marks 


 A basic analysis and limited evaluation of the issue. 


 An attempt has been made to identify and address the issues raised by the question set.  


 Little attempt to justify a view with reasoning or evidence. 


 Little or no use of the views of scholars/schools of thought. 


 Limited analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the 


approaches studied. 


 Some use of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 


0  No relevant analysis or evaluation. 
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GCE A LEVEL RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
 


SUMMER 2018 MARK SCHEME 
 


COMPONENT 1 - THE STUDY OF RELIGION 
 


Option C - A Study of Judaism 
 


To be read in conjunction with the generic level descriptors provided. 
 


Section A  
 


1. (a) Examine the significance of Abraham within Judaism. [AO1 20] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses will be credited. 


 


 Abraham (‘father of many’) is regarded as the first Patriarch of the Jewish 
people, and according to Jewish tradition the history of the Jewish people 
begins with him.  


 Abraham lived in a polytheistic age, and yet monotheism was born as a 
result of his revolutionary response to God: he was the first to teach that 
there was One God, creator of heaven and earth (Genesis 14:22).  


 Abraham entered into a covenant relationship with God, establishing the 
Abrahamic community under God’s protection.  The terms of the covenant 
stated that if Abraham would leave his home and family, God would make 
him the father of a great nation; would give him numerous descendants; 
and give him a land to live in (the ‘Promised Land’). 


 God had chosen Abraham to be a spiritual as well as a physical leader. 
He and his descendants would establish a nation which would be an 
example to the world that God was the one and only all-powerful God, 
whom people should obey and worship. It is upon this covenant that 
Judaism is based. 


 The covenant relationship was built upon Abraham’s faith. The ultimate 
test of Abraham’s faith and obedience to God is found in Genesis 22 
where he is asked to sacrifice his son, Isaac. Abraham’s willingness to 
perform the task shows the exceptional level of faith which he displayed in 
God.  However God intervened and spared Isaac's life by providing a ram 
for sacrifice. The test is complete and God once more reiterates the 
promises to Abraham of land, descendents and a personal relationship. 


 Abraham also established the ritual of circumcision (brit milah), which, 
according to Genesis 17:24 was an outward sign of the covenant with 
God. This continues to have great significance within the Jewish faith, and 
on a spiritual level is an act of consecration which signifies that the 
individual is under divine authority, and, as such, is subject to God’s 
commandments. 


 
 


This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 
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 (b) 'The covenant God made with Abraham was for all of humanity and not 
just for the Jewish nation.' 


 
 Evaluate this view.  [AO2 30] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant points 
should be credited.  


 


 The statement suggests the viewpoint of universalism: that God values 
the human race as a whole above any single one of its components, 
including the Jewish nation. The fact that the book of Genesis begins with 
the creation of the world and humanity rather than the beginnings of the 
Jewish people can be used as an argument to support this contention. 


 The book of Genesis also tells of two previous covenants that God had 
made with humankind. One was with Adam, and the other with Noah. 
Both had been for all of humanity; however both had failed as the people 
of the world turned from God and sinned. Why should the covenant made 
with Abraham be any different? 


 It could also be argued that the covenant was for all of humanity with 
God’s role for Abraham as being the one who would lead his descendants 
both spiritually and literally to the establishment of a nation. This would be 
done in such a way as to show the world that God was the one and only 
all-powerful God, whom all people should follow, obey and worship. 


 Furthermore, when Abraham is promised by God that ’all peoples on 
earth will be blessed through you’, the reference to ‘all peoples’ should be 
interpreted as referring to humanity in general rather than solely to the 
Jewish community.  And, as a result of his faith, God changed Abram’s 
name to Abraham, meaning ‘the father of many.’ This could also be used 
as evidence to suggest that the covenant was for all of humanity. 


 However, some might say that the terms of the covenant could also be 
interpreted in such a way as to suggest that the covenant with Abraham 
was not for humanity as a whole, but specifically for a particular group of 
people who would be the descendants of Abraham. In particular, the 
requirement for an outward, physical sign of the covenant in the form of 
circumcision (brit milah) adds weight to this viewpoint. Circumcision 
remains an important and significant act of consecration, a physical sign 
that one is a member of the Jewish community. In some branches of 
Judaism, if not carried out, it would cause the uncircumcised to be seen 
as no longer a member of the covenant community. This act is quite 
specific to the Jewish people, and doesn’t imply that it is to be a practice 
that is universal. 


 Jews believe that they have been given a responsibility to maintain a life 
of obedience to God through a particular way of living in response to 
God’s covenant requirements. Nevertheless, the fact that they have been 
chosen by God does not afford them a position of superiority: they believe 
that they have been chosen to be examples to the world of the way in 
which God wants all people to live.  


 
 


Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 
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Sticky Note

A basic statement which lacks a detailed discussion of Abraham's response to God in relation to monotheism.



Sticky Note

The candidate has failed to expand upon the details surrounding the ultimate test of Abraham's faith as found in Genesis 22.



Sticky Note

A vague reference to the covenant made between God and Abraham which does not focus on the significance of Abraham as required by the question.



Sticky Note

The candidate has failed to give an accurate account of the event known as the  Akedah.







Sticky Note

Limited knowledge and understanding of the significance of Abraham within Judaism. Basic level of accuracy and relevance. A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set. The response demonstrates limited depth and breadth, including limited use of evidence and examples.



Sticky Note

An irrelevant digression.







Sticky Note

A basic attempt to justify the view given, but the reasons given are weak.







Sticky Note

The issues raised are very limited.



Sticky Note

A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported with reason and evidence.



Sticky Note

This answer has only just made it into Band 2.  It is very limited even though a basic attempt has been made to justify the views given. 
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[20]1. (a)	 Examine	the	significance	of	Abraham	within	Judaism.


(b) ‘The	covenant	God	made	with	Abraham	was	for	all	of	humanity	and	not	just	for
the Jewish nation.’
Evaluate	this	view. [30]
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